
LICENSING BOARD 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 13 February 2024 at 10.00 am in Council Chamber, Council 
Offices, Cecil Street, Margate, Kent. 

 
 

Present: 
 

Councillor Alan Currie (Chair); Councillors Huxley, Ara, Dennis, 
Makinson, Manners, Pat Moore, Owen-Hughes, Rogers, Wing and 
Wright 
 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies were received from Councillors Bambridge, Driver and H. Scobie. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
Councillor Makinson proposed, Councillor Rogers seconded and Members agreed that 
the minutes of the Licensing Board held on 25 July 2023 be signed as a correct record. 
 

4. LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES  
 
Councillor Dennis proposed, Councillor Makinson seconded and Members agreed that 
the minutes of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on 25 July 2023 be signed as a correct 
record. 
 

5. REVISION TO THE TARIFF FOR HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLES IN THANET  
 
Ms. Alison Brock, Technical Support Manager, introduced the report and made the 
following points: 
  

• Some drivers had been in contact with Thanet District Council asking for the 
prices to be reviewed by the Licensing Team; 

• Any changes agreed would need to be advertised to the public first before being 
implemented in April 2024. 

  
Members asked questions to the Technical Support Team Manager and discussion 
followed: 
  

• Members asked officers if the prices could be applied incrementally, rather than 
all at once. Officers replied to say that drivers could choose to, but the Council 
would not be able to impose an incremental increase; 

• Members wanted to know how Thanet compared to other authorities throughout 
Kent. Officers compared Thanet’s prices to Dover as Thanet was the lowest 
throughout Kent and Dover was closest both price and location wise. They told 
Members that Thanet currently charges £6.21 per 2 mile journey, compared to 
Dover who currently charge £7.10; 

• Members asked officers what the difference was between the different tariffs they 
were presented in the report. Officers explained that Tariff 1 related to prices 
between 6AM and midnight every day; Tariff 2 related to the prices after midnight 
hours and during Bank Holidays and Tariff 3 related to Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Eve specifically; 

• Members expressed optimism that increasing the rates could result in more 
people choosing to become taxi drivers. 
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Councillor Wing proposed, Councillor Ara seconded and Members agreed: 
  
That fare prices will be increased by 20% and that the Licensing Board reviews the prices 
again in 2025 and adjust as needed. 
 

6. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS  
 
This item was not considered as it related to item 7 that was deferred to a future 
Licensing Board meeting. 
 

7. LICENCE TO DRIVE PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES  
 
This item was deferred to a future Licensing Board meeting. 
 
 
Meeting concluded: 10:16am 
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